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SUBJECT: FIJI VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE KEEPING FORCE 

REF: STATE 096755 

1 . APPROPRIATE AUTHORITY CLOSE TO THE PRIME MINISTER CONFIRMED 
THAT RATU MARA IS KEENLY INTERESTED IN OPPORTUNITY FOR FIJIAN 
TROOPS TO SERVE WITH UN PEACE FORCES IN LEBANON. ASKED ABOUT 
FIGURES HE SAID THAT A 1,000 MAN FORCE HAS BEEN SUGGESTED TO THE 
UN AS A MAXIMUM BUT A MINIMUM OF 200 MEN HAS BEEN DISCUSSED ALSO. 

2. OFFER IS FOR "BODIES" ONLY WHICH MEANS THAT FIJI NOT ABLE 
PROVIDE EQUIPMENT FOR THE OSTENSIBLE REASON THAT FIJIAN EQUIPMENT 
NOT MODERN ENOUGH TO MATCH THAT WHICH OTHER CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES 
HAVE AVAILABLE. 

3. ASKED ABOUT TRANSPORTATION COSTS SOURCE WAS COMPELLED TO ADMIT 
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THAT GOF WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY FINANCING EVEN IF PROMISED EVENTUAL 
REIMBURSEMENT BY UN. IN CONCLUSION SOURCE RECOGNIZED THAT INDEED 
FIJI WAS OFFERING WAS ABLE AND TRAINED BODIES AVAILABLE IN FIJI. 

4. FIJIAN FORCES ARE 775 MAN STRONG OF WHOM 141 SERVE IN THE 
NAVY AND REMAINING 634 ARE GROUND FORCES. THESE NUMBERS 
INCLUDE 21 AND 44 NON-COMMISSIONED AND COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 
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RESPECTIVELY. IN ADDITION THERE ARE ABOUT 600 MEN IN TERRITORIAL 
FORCES THE EQUIVALENT OF OUR NATIONAL GUARD. THESE FORCES ARE 
TRAINED REGULARLY AND ALTHOUGH NOT FULLTIME SOLDIERS ARE 
CONSIDERED TO BE COMPARABLE IN COMPETENCE. 

5. SOURCE ABOVE CLAIMED THAT BULK OF FORCES TO BE MADE 
AVAIABLE TO UN WILL COME FROM BOTH REGULAR ARMY AND TERRITORIAL 
FORCES. THE RESULTIN VACANCIES IN THE ARMED FORCES WILL BE 
FILLED BY NEW RECRUITS. 

6 INTERESTINGLY COMMADER-IN-CHIEF OF FUlAN FORCES HAS NOT 
BEEN KEPT INFORMED OF FOREGOING DEVELOPMENTS WHICH APPARENTLY 
HAVE BEEN INITIATED AND HANDLED BY PM'S OFFICE. HE CONFIRMED 
HOWEVER, THAT FOR A LONG TIME THE PM HAS BEEN KEENLY INTERSTED 
IN MAKING FIJIAN FORCES AVAILABLE TO THE UN. IN FACT THE PM 
HAD ASKED HIM TO LOOK INTO THIS ENTIRE MATTER WHEN HE VISITED 
THE UN ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO BUT CAME BACK WITH A DIS- 
COURAGING REPORT. HE FOUND OUT, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT FIJIAN SOLDIERS 
MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE WITH FULL EQUIPMENT AND THAT WHILE 
POSSIBILITY REIMBURSEMENT OF TRANSPORTATION COSTS EXISTS THE 
ACTUAL REIMBURSEMENT MAY HAVE TO WAIT SEVERAL YEARS. 

8. COMMENT: WHILE GOF IS PRESENTING ITS TROOP OFFER AS AMEANS 
OF IDENTIFYING WITH THE UN LEBANON FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF 
EARNING KUDOS AND REDEEMABLE POLITICAL CHIPS WITH US AND THE 

UN IN GENERAL THE REAL REASON FOR THIS INITIATIVE IS SIMPLE ECONOMIC. 
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THE PROPOSED FORCE ESPECIALLY IF IT IS 1, 000-MAN STRONG IS 
CORRECTLY LOOKED UPON AS A SUBSTANTIAL SOURCE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
AND PURCHASHING POWER AND SAVINS BY FAMILIES AT HOME. FURTHER 
SUCH ARRANGEMENT WOULD PROVIDE RELIEF FROM UNEMPLOYMENT PRESSURES 
THROUGH THE RECRUITMENT OF YOUNG MEN TO F IL L THE VACANCIES TO 
BE CREATED BY THE SOLDIERS SENT ABROAD. THIS ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE 
OF SENDING TROOPS ABROAD WAS DISCOVERED AND MUCH APPRECIATED 
DURING THE MALAYSIAN EMERGENCY WHEN SUBSTANTIAL NUMBERS OF 
FIJIAN TROOPS FOUGHT IN THE MALAYSIAN JUNGLES. 

9. WITH REGARD TO REFTEL'S INQUIRY ABOUT THE FIJIAN FORCES 
POTENTIAL EFFECTIVENESS ALL WE CAN REPORT IS LOCAL REPUTATION 

THAT BOTH REGULAR ARMY AND TERRITORIAL FORRCES ARE SYSTEMATICALLY 
TRAINED AND SEEK TO MAINTAIN RESPECTABLE LEVELS OF COMPETENCE. 

THE QUESTION HOWEVER IS THAT IF GOF WERE TO OFFER 1,000 MEN 
A FAIR NUMBER OF THEM MAY NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT TRAINING SINCE 
UNLIKELY THAT ALL OF THE 1,000 MEN COULD COME FROM THE REGULAR 
ARMY OR THE TERRITORIAL FORCES. WE DOUBT IT HOWEVER THAT ANY 
TO BE OFFERED WOULD BE COMPLETELY GREEN BECAUSE FIJIAN PRIDE 
WOULD INSURE PROPER SELECTION. 

CONDON 
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